Approved For Release J00078 8

ET4S, 1568 D

R R o, FOIAB3D:

o sy

i actnader sl L
.

TCIAOfficia IsDowbtful
Of Victory in VietNam - -

’ f' CFFIYRGHT Hy the Associsted Press

i~ A Central Intelligence Agency OIICer NS voteed—“serfoms————— PR . o '
i doubt that victory can be won” in South Viet Nam and has ¢ S ) i
} suggested the eventual outcome might be a negotiated settlement, -3 s : IR
- Administration sources said yesterday this is not the United 7/ Lo .o o
v States Government view. , - R A SO S A I
i The conclusion that no military end to the war against Red-. - - | T
* guerrillas is in sight was ex- : e o
" pressed by Willard Matthias, a Viet Cong Active T .
.+ member of the CIA’s Board of| .Mr. Matthias wrote that ‘‘the o o - o N
: . { National Estimates, in a June 8} guerrilla war in South Viet Nam ' b o .
> paper on “Trends in the World|is in its fifth year and no end D '
.| . 1 Situation.” "| appears in sight.” -
S.| 7 Mr. Matthias wrote that the| ‘The Viet Cong in the south, o S
: .iCommunist Viet Cong have|dependent largely upou their ’ Co
-stepped up their offensive and|own resources and control of N :
i.the counter-guerrilla effort *“con-| the Communist regime in thew
"tinues to flounder”’ under poor[north, are pressing their of-r
:'prosecution by the Saigon gov-ifensive more vigorously than
-ernment. . ' ever,” he said. 1 o L
i “The political mistakes of thel. Mr. Matthias was expressing
\Diem regime inhibited the ef+ his own views, not those of the 1- ;
% Continued large-scale Unitedifective prosccution of the war United States Government or of . i
¢ YSlates support of the anti-|which is really more of a politi< any agency within the United : P v
" 1guerrilla campaign and an end |cai contest than a military oper- States  Government. Members ‘ ’
ito “further political deteriora- lation, and led to the regime's: of the National Intelligence Esti-
"fion within South Viet Nam” !destruction., imates Board, a 12-man CIA
‘ feould at least achieve “a pro-{ “The counter-guerrilla  effort committee, and others have
i tlonged stalemate,” the CIA of-|continues to flounder, partly he. written numerous papers which’
! ficer said. cause of the inherent difficully are valuable for circulating
' Mp. Matthias said there also.of the problem and partly be ideas but do not represent policy. -
{s a chance that future develop- . cause Diem’s successors have 71, Matthias’ memo was cirs
{ ments ““could lead to some kind 00t yet demonstrated the leads eqlated among a few lower- -
fof negotiated settlement based: ership and the'inspiralion neces+ ranking officials but was never
i upon neutralization.’é French- sary. ' given to the policy-sctting Na~
i President Charles de Gaulle has, T P rai .tional Sccurity Council. It was
'suggested neutralization of the - Situation .Is h_agm submitted for publication to a
‘arca, an idea coolly reccived “There remalns SCrious doubt nagazine, which turned it down.
‘by the United States Govern- that victory can be won, and. The anti-guerrilla campaign
“ment. . the situalion vemains very in South Viet Nam may be long.
. . Administration sources made |ragile. If large-scale United and arduous, but the United
‘the 50-page document available States support continucs and, §tates Government is fully com-|
s alter learning it would be pub-. 1f'fuytlxcr pohtlt_:al deterioration mitted to stemming the insur-’
o lished in the Chicago Tribune. Wlt}%llé Soutthltht Nam lls pé‘ec-l;geniis there, and believe this wiil.
| A cover sheet to Mr. Mat- |von oo at least a prolongctibe done.
thias' paper, signed by Shcr-'_St:f}emate can pc attained. | The United States Govern-
mman Kent, chairman of the Na- | :There also 1s a chance thal’ ment sees no grounds for nego-/
‘tional Estimates Board, staled. political evolution within the;tiation with the Reds over South’
“that the document was circu- country and developments upon: viet Nam at this time. A nego-
‘lated “for information.” Tho Lthe WO]“Id scene CO_U]d lead tOftiatcd scttlement a]ycady has
] .paper “has genei‘al board ap- 1501’1\\’5 kind of negotiated Setﬂc-lbecn reached at the .Gcncva con-
‘ “proval, though 1o attempt has: ment based upon neutraliza-| ferences on Indo-China and it is-
'been made to reach pencral.}lion- ' © jup lo_the: Communists to quit,
ﬁreemem on every point ‘of In relcasing the paper,- ad- {violating the Geneva accords by
o s
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